THE  GREATEST MAN SINCE JESUS CHRIST
were. This was the reason why he insisted upon wearing
the loin cloth. For years here in the western world we
simply couldn't understand why Gandhi did that grotesque
thing. We thought it meant that he was a queer man, and
probably, perhaps, a little cracked. But this Gandhi did
deliberately, as a symbol of his faith and of his life. Since
unnumbered millions of Indians could wear nothing but
the loin cloth, then he would wear that loin cloth himself,
that he might identify himself the more closely with the
great masses of men and women whom he would serve.
This was the reason also why he made himself propertyless,
stripping himself of practically every possession in the
world. The reason was very simple. The multitudes of
the Indian people owned nothing, and that being the case,
he would be one with them, and himself own nothing* I
think I can say that when he died, as through all these
years gone by, Gandhi owned only two or three loin cloths,
and a shawl or two, a pair of spectacles, a one-dollar
Ingersoll watch, a fountain pen, and a few sheets of paper.
That's all the property he owned or wanted to own, just
that he might be identified with the life of the Indian
people. This was the reason he organized his Asram and
for years lived with his followers in this Asram. The
Asram was really nothing in the world but a kind of a
duplicate of a typical Indian village. And since there were
seven hundred thousand of these villages in India, in which
hundreds of millions of his fellow countrymen lived, he
also would live in such a place, that he might be the more
close tp the people whom he loved and whom he sought to
lead.
In the last letter I received from the Mahatma, a letter
awaiting me on my return from India, he expressed, in
his humorous way, some little regret that Ihad travelled so
fast and so far in India, by planes on the one hand and
railroad trains on the other. He reminded me that India
was a land of the bullock cart, and that if I hadn't been so
much of an American, I might wisely have chosen to
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